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Repton Village History Group Newsletter
Autumn 2020 22 september2020i 2.30pm

Theongoingprogramme
The Covid 19 pandemic has prevented us from meeting together, but email has provided a means of sharir

research and topicsWe were planning a socialljistanced get together on the Village Hall lawn, but the new

restrictions caused by the increased irtfea rate may affect this. However, at present, the Village Hall has had

guidance that it can remain open to serve customers in the open.

Activity has slowed a little in the summer montsthis newsletter is shorter than usual.

TheBuries,
In his huning for historical gems, Russell came across an item in volum@&dB8 1911) of the Derbyshire
Archaeological Society JourrfBIAJ)which left him wondering if somethgsimilar applied to The Buries.

Background:

Close to the modern course of the Rivieent and in the meadows on the Repton sidee some faint earthworks,
known as The BuriesTheyhave taxed historians and (amateur) archaeologists for centuries. Fortunately the
landowner is aware that they are historicaltyarestingand the sheep thiegrazethere do little damageGrassed over,
they are pretty stable in spite of regular seasonal flooding. Indeed it may be this flooding that caused them to b
created. Theyverenot listed as an important archaeological feature or historic ¢fimbaldy becauseno oneknows
when they were constructed or by whoat why) until the recentarrival of theDerbyshire HER record.

They were excavated at leaftree timeswithout adding to ar understanding. They are@ quadrilateral with a
mounded border, ridges within and some mounds. They are close to one of the Old Trent palaeochannels known
The Hook which constituted the main navigational channel until 1705. The 1699 act of parliament to enable navigatic
allowed the Reptorchannel to be blocked. Thacker at the Hall objected on the grounds that it would render the Old
Trent Water a stagnant pool, but later changed his mind and supported the closure. Early theories were that it was
w2YFy /YL o/{ (Sooyardd yBdiquitiekof StabférdsHird1799 a view preferred by Bigsbyut later



historians dismissed it as beingtoo small: 4§ SYIy 02y Of dZRSR (KIFd Ad gl a aaSL
burials. Certainly, it is possible that the name referdoiwal beliefs as to its purpose though Bigsby suggests it may
derive from Burlg implying a camp.
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Excavations that we know about took place in 1855 by Thomas BatemaB69 by WMolyneux andn 1910 by
5NJ ! dzZRSy® . GSYlFYy FTNNAGSR i y2 02y Ot dRolyseyx fobirie Ofylali
flint flake and Auden foundnconclusiveevidence. Bateman did find small pieces of coarselddked pottery which
he considereda bed & A YA T I NJ (2 G KI (0 RomanéByftishyeSding gbh (Il KdzRISY?2 yFRaday R |
pottery and a Charles Il coin (166685)which was deeper thahe might have expected. All were deposited at Repton
School and may still be theridle also unceered an extensiveorner of a stone wall

Betty Kitching, in her notes for the History Group, wondered if the ridges were for growing garden produce ir
waterlogged conditions. This is echoed by Phillip Héattired Heritage Officer for SDD@ho suggetsit might have
been a pleasancddipkins (Repton and Its Neighbourhood 1894) suggests it is of Saxon or Danish construction as
refuge for beasts in the times of flood. In that case it could date from 873 or earlier. Aadsursa medieval cattle
refuge.

Betty explores the possibility that it might be the remains of a house. TherghgaRyvett family- fishermen
(piscators) who leased meadow land and fishing rights from the priory andftataithe ThackersSpecifically named
was Convent WeiTheypassed nets and boats and othi&shing accoutrements down the generatiorihere was
dzy R2dz0 6 SRt &8 | K2dza S ¢@a /261 Y yf AW 2afySIR 22663 Ri226FI D dzi a2YS (
the 1762 map, the Buries are in fields known as Notlays€zindonemap shove Canons Meadowviarther east nearer
Milton. Possiblythe Lodge was forerunner of Meadows Farmand not at The BurieBunty Marshalresearched
woodworks protruding from the bank of the oldeht WaterRepton Brook in fields near Brodkrm. This turned out
to be a medieval fish trap. Since these were sometimes called ,vilees Convent Weir and Canons meadow might
fit together. There is a lot more discussion to be had on tbc. The Rivetts (various spellings) were a big family in
Repton and we have ® Drecords in the 1500s and 16Q0xut by 1735 the Repton line had died out.

Another possibility is that it was a dock. It is close to the route of the earlier main navigational channel (it is highl
probable that therewas braided flow andnultiple channelsand The Burieamay have been raised to allow for
unloading in times of high river levels. Just possithlg mounds were the ba&s of derricksfor unloading goods.
Roofing tiles were found in one area which might lymgo building but at the time it was concluded that they had been
dumped there with other material.

Which brings us to Rus<@lhotion.
Inthe DAJ Vol 33 (14) is an article entitled KS & | | ND 2 dzNE | ylLBwsand héd\tRe doliowihglextriteND 2
a...From the story of the mad cow, or the dun cow as it is sometimes called, we may collect the following historice

facts=



1. Cows were milked by young women in a large fold, which was surrounded by a ring of stones.

2. The fold stood on a heath or moor stme distance from the village.

3. The fold was common to the tribe, or village community.
In Hrafnkels Saga, which describeslandiclife in the tenth century, we are told that Einar the shepherd, who had
just driven his sheep intothe foldi £ @ B3t R K&SF f f O2dzy GAy3d (GKS akKSSLIT o6d
on this passage/igfussorid: 1899, himself an Icelander, say&t ¢ KA & S E | Gderie ghat RiSea piabFede§ a
evening of the season in Icelagd.

Russell askscould this ke the originof The Buries?

Rectors Curates, Vicarsand Parsons.....

(Please do feel free to correct, or add to, the following)
The modern meanirgpof these titles are somewhat different from their historical meanings. It seems that the priest
responsible for the souls in a parish was the Incumbent who could be any ofahdrwas often referred to as the
parson¢ sometimedliving in the parsonagdhe Rector was not necessarily ordained but gotéhg NS tittieSaNd
could be a nobleman or even an institutiofhe Vicar got the rest. The Vicar was appointed by the Bishop but on the
& I R @dt @hSdver had the adwvsonc the right to nominate and @sent someone to be the parish priestind
whowasoften the lord of the manor. In the case of Repton there were several manors amaetievalpriory manor
KSt R (GKS I R@2 ¢ anhd/other Ehurfhas)it saemsitheny O have passed to the Haguk Vicar in a
parish with a decent income would sometimes employ someone else to do the routine work foaharate. Indeed
if he wished to retire, he had to find a curate to the workfor him.

/ KI NI SaQa NBaSI N KS&pers Hay foutdit $he DRONA MaNdcks l&vély entS/ ina Harpur
memorandum book from 1687:
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J# The curacy of Repton is at this time conferred upon Mr Poole, and he
_ I} promises that preaching shall be at Repton twice every Sabbath day, and that

I\ same fit personshall reside constantly at Repton for visiting the sick or
W speedy Baptisms in case of sicknessleig signed by Charles Pole.

It is assumed that Mr Poole and Charles Pole are one and the same.
It was a member of the Pole family that miad the widow of the Thacker (whose family had gained the Priory at its
dissolution) and thus acquired the medieval mill we have been seeking.

There is a list of Vicars of Repiarour archiveand from it we can see that in 1687, John Ch{oeetime<hoyce)
was Vicar and so Charles Pole must have been his cur®endt clear if Sir John Harpur th& Baronet, appointed
Charles Ple as the curate or if he was @en by the Vicar. Perhaps Sihd merely gohim to commit to what was
expected ohim.

However, here are queries about this lisindincumbentsunderstoodto be Vicars, may hawctually have been
curates. We probably need specialist guidance here and accesasly@rockford<lerical Directories or making sense
of theclergydatabae.org.uk.

We know he was a son of Richard Choice and educated at Derby School and ChristsCamiibgdgeentering
aged 17 inune 1675. He gained his BA in7®6and was an Usher at Repton School fa80¢ 1708 as well as being
Vicar of ReptonTha is presumably why he needed a curatte was buried here om2 January 1720 aged 63.



An email froman expat Reptonian:

oHi,

My name is Ron Garford and I live in Owensboro, Kentucky, USA. | am an old Reptonian......not because | atter
ReptonSchool, but because | was born in the front bedroom of a terraced house in Repton in 1950. The house was
Burton Road alongside the Red Lion Inn. It had to be demolished in 1955 as it was a slum....outside toilet, well wa
etc. George & Dolly Perry ilittheir new shop on the site of the house and my family and my Grandparents were
rehoused on Springfield Road in 2 separate houses virtually as Springfield Road was being constructed. | did att
Repton Infants and Junior School, where Mr Newbury wadrhaster and teachers were Miss Marler and Miss Elliot.
At age 11 | was bused to Etwall School on Blue Buses who provided a 1950's Daimler double decker with no rear
and a 1930's coach. | travelled to and from Etwall School on both buses for 4Tyead930 coaches feature on a
painting of Repton Cross that you have on the A5 booklet about the Tailby & George Blue Bus Company (of whi
have a copy).

The painting reminds me of those times ameblldlove to obtain a print of this painting so | cdditame it and enjoy

it in my retirement. My request is do you have full sized prints of this picture for sale? Or if not do you know where
may be able to obtain oné?

Happilyg A 0 K L@2NR& KSt LI 6S YI yI ydreRiselsantestdt] @i BVR gyt oni K S | |
01283 733547. He lives in Hilton and his email is David@dovedalemodels.co.uk.



TiY ©well and spur.

Tim has kept us going with a seridsimteresting objects and topics, and recent!
unearthed a well in his garden. A map in his deedsedshow it as a pump but §
uncovering it revealed some very nice brickwork (no mortar) and a fill of material w §
even 6 feet down was relatively modern. Discretion was the better part of valour
excavation ceased drthe well back filled and made good with a plum tree marking 1
spot. Interestingly, the map refers to Scha@ine although it is definitely Trent Lane
We did find other such references and no doubt it is because the village school
the corner. A snple hand pump can theoretically lift water 33 feet, but in practice, t ¥
limit is probably half that. 7

Some years agoear where Toyota is todaie metal detected an object that migh'
be part of an agricultural implement or perhap&® N& S 3plryv@réin B confirms |
it as a spur and sent through a drawing from his bOblect and Economy in Medieve **
Winchester Clarenden Ress 1990). At £200@opy, we will probably rely on library sources!

© ™ Biddle

Helping with enquiries

Emma Blunt:A headstone for EmmBIunt (19041979Ay {0 228 aidl yQa OKdzNOKeél NR
been temporarily supportedSo we were asked to try to trace the family so that they could be informed of the problem
and get it repaired. She was born Emma Poyser and her early days are confusing. The census says shanwas bc
ApplebyMagna and her birth was certainly registefiedAshby, buthere is also a suggestion she was born in Wareham
YSIENI .NR&AG2f YR SYRSR dzLJ Ay | OKAf RNByQa K2YSkidNI,
Repton lad) in 1925. They had two childreNora and David and Nora maiied Norman Gaskiand they had twin
RFdAKISNE® ¢KSasS IANI & o6/ FOGKSNAYS FyR 9tATF6SGKO N
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vicarage and Martin F was able to get contact details for the two gdaudjhters.
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siblings did noteave traceable childrenlrene did not marry and shares a grave plot with her sistelaw Emma.
Winnie married a Sergeant in India, John died aged 19 and Aubrey died at sea agetli baried in theBayof
Biscay.

Meakins:A slightly vague request for help with the Coxon, Meakin, Somers families came in and caused us to tr
to relate two William Meakins born in Repton in 1768 and 1794 respectively to the Coxon familgtam Bn Trent.

We knew the Coxon Meakin link was videmnima Rabyée Jemima Meakin of Repton. This caused further confusion
becausenot only were there several William édkins, but also another Jemima Mealivie did find a plausible tree




